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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To provide a method and equipment for processing a wafer 
in which 

the yield is prevented from decreasing due to discharge which may 
take place at 

the time of releasing the wafer. 

CONSTITUTION: An electrostatic chuck stage 12 for securing a wafer 
18 and 

electrodes 13, 14 for generating plasma are disposed in a vacuum 
chamber 11 . 

The processing equipment 40 is provided with a unit 41 for sensing 
discharge 

which may take place between the wafer 18 and the stage 12 when the 
wafer 18 is 

levitated from the stage 12 and released. The discharge sensing unit 
41 

comprises an antenna 45 and a voltmeter 46. Only when the unit 41 
detects 

discharge, charges are removed from a next wafer 18 subjected to 
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